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Newsletter

Volume 25, No. 2, May 31, 2008

Dear Association Members:

Our 2008 Lake season has already begun with high water, black flies and lots of fresh air. There are changes this season for residents of the East End of the Big Gull Lake. Our long time easy access to boat docking, boat storage, gasoline, and grocery items will no longer be available. On behalf of all cottagers, I say thank you to Bill and Sandy Phypers and Harold and Barbara Way for their many years of service to all of us. 

This news letter will bring you up to date on happenings around the lake and announce the planned events for the upcoming summer season. A reminder to those who forgot to submit their Association dues—we need your money now to carry out our planned activities. 

President’s Report:
I have been asked to clarify the position of the Cottage Association with respect to the determination of a location for the Island Cottagers to dock their boats. As you know, the Association has provided a forum for the parties involved to update association members on the identification of a location for boat slips and an accompanying parking location for their cars. This past February, I was asked by the Ministry of Natural Resources to respond to an Environmental report carried out on behalf of the Island Cottagers. I read the report, and on behalf of the Directors of the Association, I wrote to the MNR and told them that I found the analysis of the options to be thorough and that I supported the recommended conclusion that the boat slips and accompanying parking location be located adjacent to the Public Boat Ramp on the South Shore of Big Gull Lake. 
It is my understanding that the consultation process is still ongoing and that at some future time, the MNR will be taking a position with respect to the issue. The Directors and I will support the conclusion of the process whatever it will be.
On Sunday, May 10, 2008 a bush fire started at the rock cut between Mosquito Lake and Big Gull Lake. The fire department was called and they successfully put out the fire but not before it burned the bush cover down to Big Gull Lake and to Mosquito Lake. We were lucky and fortunate to have a very responsive fire protection service. Just a reminder – CALL 911 TO REPORT A FIRE AND ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE YOUR LOCATION REFERENCE AT HAND. The people who respond to the 911 will not likely be local and will need all the location information you can provide.

The executive once again renewed the Cottage Association Insurance for the current year. We carry Directors Liability Insurance and liability coverage or the special events that we sponsor and or are involved in.
Every year and it seems on an increasing basis, members of the Executive are asked what can be done to ensure that our Cottage Roads and Lake remain safe and fun locations for all. In many cases, ATV’s and PWC’s are identified as problem vehicles. We ask you, your family members and your guests to:
RIDE WITH RESPECT
For  PWC’s: 

-Keep a safe distance from shore,
-Don’t create your own jumping wake, 

-Don’t ride near boats to jump their wakes,
-Respect speed limits: 10 km/hr or less within 30 metres of shore
For ATV’s:

-Riders must wear an approved helmet,
- have a valid G2/M2 driver’s license,

- carry registration and evidence of vehicle insurance,
-  respect the road system, minimize wheelies, and drive reasonable speeds.

If you feel that riders are abusing these rules of respect, talk to the offender, approach the cottage owner(s), and if there still is a problem, report it to the police. 
Environmental Report:
1. Aquatic Weed Cutter: We will again offer aquatic weed cutting for BGLEECA members. Please get in touch with Dave Cox at 479-9944 and or Ken Grant at 479-0064 to book in your cutting times. A fee of $20 per site is charged to offset operating expenses.
 2. Geocaching: Have you heard about Geocaching? It is about geography and the search for a hidden cache or location. The location is set using latitude and longitude coordinates. The task is to use a GPS unit to find the cache and record your visit. One hint—one cache is on the mainland and one is on an island.
 The coordinates are as follows:

CACHE #1: North 44 51.066; 
West 76 54.034


CACHE #2: North 44 51.580; 
West 76 54.270
Winners will be announced in the next newsletter. If you wish to find out more information about Geocaching, log on to www.geocaching.com. You can also get basic instructions on how to use a GPS unit in the reference book: GPS Made Easy: Using Global Positioning Systems in the Outdoors. 
 3.  Indigenous Shrubs:  Frontenac Stewardship Council has given us an additional 100 indigenous shrubs for planting in our area. The shrubs include nanabery, elderberry, dogwood, mulberry and cedar. They are available for pickup from my cottage lot: 1054a East Belcham Road—first come, first served.

4. Mississippi River Water Management Plan Standing Advisory Committee: I 
have had the pleasure of touring the total Mississippi River Waterway/dams and hydro electric plants from Mazinaw Lake on the West of the water shed to Galetta, near where the Mississippi empties into the Ottawa River. The total waterway encompasses 7 dams and 5 hydro electric facilities. The objective of the Water management plan is to ensure that water levels and flow are maintained and integrate environmental and socio-economic values and considerations. If you have questions about lake levels and how they are maintained, I would be pleased 
to speak directly with you. 

North Shore Road Report: 
Dave Cox reports that all roads under his jurisdiction are in good shape considering the harsh winter conditions that we experienced. A few potholes were manually repaired and most of the complete system has been dragged this spring. Mosquito Lake Parkway  and # 10 have been graded and topped with more than 230 tons of crushed light coloured stone. 
Vice President’s Report: 

Nancy Kingston reports that the 2008 calendars are available and will be delivered along with this (your May) Newsletter. Thanks to Nancy Wagner and her team of volunteers. I would ask you to look at all our advertisers and support them with your business. Nancy is already thinking about next year’s calendar—as you take photos this summer, submit them to Nancy Kingston, 1278 Old Farm Lane, P.O. Box 31, Ardoch ON, or e-mail at knkingston@explornet.com or phone Nancy at 6123-479-2533 to make arrangements to transfer the photos. 

You will have received your 2008 directory—if you note any errors or omissions, please let your area rep know so that we can make the correction. 

Special note: Nancy and Ken Kingston were thrilled to see four swans sailing along close to their shore on Tanbark Bay. Nancy has been informed by a bird expert that they are likely Trumpeter Swans. Who knows, maybe they will take up residence.  

I would encourage you to periodically check our bulletin boards during the summer. 

Planned Summer Events: 

1. Fish Derby: Organizers Nancy Gibson and Gord Erickson remind all youthful fishers of the annual Children’s fish derby to be held Aug 09, 2008. Posters will put up with information on registration closer to the event. One change to note is that this year’s registration will be done on-line. 
2. Family Triathlon:  Organizers Nancy Gibson and Donna Commerford are pleased to announce the Ist Annual Big Gull Lake Family Triathlon. It will be held Saturday July 26, 2008 and consist of three events: run, swim and person powered watercraft. Details are attached as a separate handout with this newsletter. 

3. Golf Tournament: Our Annual Big Gull Lake Golf Tournament will take place July 09, 2008 at 1400 at the Hunter’s Creek Golf course. Please contact Frank Silkman, (1048 Bell Lane, phone 613 479 5597) for more information. 

4. Sail Boat Races: the Annual Big Gull Lake Sailboat races will take place August 02 and 03, 2008. There is room for sailing craft of all types and for more information, please contact Bill Hindson at 613 479-2853.
5. Annual General Meeting: Our 2008 annual general meeting is planned for August 30, 2008 at Bill and Sandy Phypers. The business meeting will commence at 1030 and the picnic will follow at 1200.
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