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Newsletter

Volume 27, No2, May 31, 2009
Dear Association Members:

Welcome to 2009 at the cottage. This edition touches a wide range of topics from updates on the Ontario Mining Act, to How to find out if there is Mine Staking on your property, to an update about our Water Shed in a Changing Climate. We are also introducing a new feature called “Reflections” directed at recording some of the early history, stories and anecdotes about cottaging on Big Gull Lake.
Over the winter season several items of interest to cottagers have occurred. ●Effective May 15, 2009 the Municipality will require mandatory recycling by the use of only clear garbage bags for all household waste.
●North Frontenac has given its endorsement to Elektra Observatories Inc., to develop a one-meter, state-of-the-art world class, telescope at Mallory Hill (on Buckshot Lake Road) which has the “darkest skies in southern Canada” for observing the Milky Way. 

●All cottagers are invited to the “Township of North Frontenac” information meeting to be held on Saturday June 13, 2009 from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon, at the Clar-Mill Hall in Plevna. 

●Some cottage residents have asked for an update of the Finances for BGLEECA. The balances as of “April 06, 2009” are 

General Fund: 


 $4709

North Shore Road: 

 $6,842

Spray Account: 

 $17, 858

Calendar/Welfare Account:  
 $4,400

Insurance Fund:  

 $2,134

●As you know, the area around Big Gull has not had access to high speed internet. Council has applied for a provincial grant which could bring wireless high speed internet to much of the township by the end of 2009. The plan is to build on existing infrastructure that was put into place last year to serve schools in Plevna and Cloyne. 120 foot towers will be placed near Ompah and between Kashwakamak and Big Gull Lakes with repeater sites located elsewhere. 
●If you have not yet paid your 2009 dues, please do so as early as possible. Our expenses are almost always incurred at the beginning of the cottage year and it is very useful to have the money on hand when we need it.
●Please note the accompanying attachments to the newsletter; one for the triathlon and one for our annual fish derby. 
Environmental Report: 

Geocache:   We are again publishing the coordinates for three geocache locations. They are all water accessible and each cache contains a pen, a log book and a small prize. Take your GPS and or compass and map and go on a geocache search. It is fun, educational, and you will get to see different parts of the lake. 
Site #1: N44 50.029  W 76 55.457

Site #2: N44 49.816  W 76 55.945

Site #3: N44 50.174   W 76 55.257

Mining Act Reforms:  You have no doubt heard about landowners in eastern Ontario who were out walking on their rural properties and found that swaths of trees had been cut, and boundaries marked off with stakes. What they realized was that prospectors had staked their land. The Government of Ontario has listened to a very strong lobby from surface rights holders including the Tay Valley Citizens Mining Advisory Group and the Bedford Valley Alert.  As of April 30, 2009, all lands in southern Ontario wherein the surface rights owner does not own the subsurface rights were withdrawn from staking. 

How to Determine if you have the Mining Rights to Your Property?  
The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines provides a searchable map on the Internet at the following address: htpp://www.claimaps.mndm.gov.on.ca/website/claimsapsiii/viewer.htm 

You choose Southern Ontario and then just click on the area in which you are interested -- until the map zooms to the area of your property. A solid black circle means you own the mineral rights; a half circle means that the Crown or a third party owns them. 
Climate Change in the Mississippi Watershed:  
The Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists and the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority are both very interested parties to the Climate Change that is already evident in our watershed. Current trends show an increase in the mean annual temperature and this is projected to continue into the next century. This will impact our weather patterns with an expected increase in climate variability resulting in extreme weather, flooding, droughts, and storms. Man made structures such as bridges, dams and roads will be affected. Changes will also occur in the plant and animal kingdom. In our case, warmer water will impact on the type and quality of fish we have in our lake (ie more bass and sunfish and fewer pickerel and pike). There will be an increase in total precipitation but more winter precipitation will fall as rain. Ice cover will be more variable but up to 20 days shorter than in the past. River flows will have an increased discharge, the peaks will happen earlier, summer flows will be generally lower, and flooding can occur in any season.  These changes will impact forestry, fisheries, tourism and recreation, and well as our health and well being. An excellent publication pertaining to Impacts on the Mississippi Watershed can be found at: 

http://mvfn.ca/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/from -impacts-towards-adaptation-mississippi-watershed-in-a-changing-climate.pdf
Pan fish Regulations:  Gord Erikson reports that changes are being contemplated to the pan fish regulations in Ontario MNR regions 18. The intent of the change is to sustain the fishery by putting a limit on the number of pan fish that can be legally caught.  At the moment there is no timeframe for the changes to be made. 

Reflections:
The authors for the stories that will appear in this section of the newsletter are you and I. One story will be included in each upcoming newsletter. If you have one or more stories to tell and are interested in contributing please submit your story as an email attachment to me at: KenWGrant@sympatico.ca. 
To start off our new feature, I have selected an article by the late Ann Kreiger who was not only a long time cottager on Big Gull but also a lover of all nature on the lake including the trees, the rocks, vegetation and accompanying birds and wildlife. 
How Plevna got its name
No scenery could be more Canadian than what we see when we turn north onto the Ardoch Road from Greer Road. The Canadian Shield thrusts itself at us from either side of the road, and the strong impression of Canadian landscape is reinforced by the sight of rather rocky farmland and “Cottages, Boats, and Motors” signs. 

So it is always a shock, after driving 12 miles or so on the Ardoch Road and then on Highway 506 through what is unmistakable Canada, to come upon this little village-limits sign “Plevna!” we think. “I could swear I’m in Canada, not Eastern Europe… of course I’m in Canada…but why is there a village called Plevna?”

Thanks to C.A. Armstong’s admirable history of the area, “Away Back in Clarendon and Miller”, I found out why Plevna is called Plevna, and the reason is very interesting indeed. 

The first settlement (1861) at the site of the present village of Plevna was named Buckshot because it straddled Buckshot Creek. It was a water power site and an enterprising newcomer, Elisha Playfair, built a sawmill and a flour mill there to capitalize on Nature’s energy. 

When, later, a Post Office was established there, postal authorities “objected to the name Buckshot… and had accepted it on an interim basis while requesting that a new name be forwarded for their approval”. There was so much squabbling over the new name, with each faction sticking to its pet substitute for ”Buckshot” that by 1877 the Post Office lost patience and laid down an ultimatum: come up with a new name, villagers, or we’ll name it ourselves.

Factions of local residents, Armstrong tells us, “were almost fighting over the selection of a new name”. 

As this point, a local wag, Sam Barton, Sr., said that the rename-Buckshot impasse put him in mind of strife-torn Plevna in Bulgaria, “a fortress town guarding a pass though the Balkan mountains…every time there was fighting in Southeast Europe there was a battle or a series of battles at Plevna”…this had been going on since “the times of Genghis Khan and Alexander the Great”. 

Sam’s parallel was fortunate, for it dawned on the villagers that the name “Plevna” was neutral and could be accepted without giving in to any particular local faction and losing face oneself. Presumable, it also had a nice ring to it. So, Armstrong writes, “Plevna was recommended to the Post Office Department and on 1 November, 1877, the Post Office became known as Plevna”. 

by  Ann Kreiger
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2009

Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing

May 16: Spring Director’s Meeting

June 06: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.

June 13: Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars

July 08: Golf Tournament

July 25: Family Triathlon

Aug 1/2: Sailboat Races

Aug 08: Fish Derby

Aug 15: Director’s Meeting

Aug 29: North Shore Road Meeting

Sept 05: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
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	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064
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	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533
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	Secretary
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	479-2901
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	David Cox
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	479-9944
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	5
	Jim Kuhr
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	6
	Pam Cox
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	-2134
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