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Newsletter

Volume 29, No1, Jan 31, 2011
Dear Association Members:

Welcome to 2011 at the cottage. This edition introduces our upcoming cottage season, special events, and dues for 2011. 
●The United Nations has declared 2011 “the International Year of Forests”.  In honor of this, we encourage you to enjoy nature at the cottage. Plan a walk in the woods. Teach your kids to identify animal tracks and scats, collect leaves, identify trees, and above all, enjoy our forest and trails. 

● Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association has joined the North Frontenac Lake Associations Alliance along with 14 other lake associations to provide a uniform approach to issues as well as to be a proactive organization to assist government bodies, landowners and other associations to promote ideas and programs that benefit our county and those of our neighbors as a whole. 

The Alliance Mandate: 

· to build relationships and partnerships with Municipalities, Government agencies and appropriate community associations;
· To promote the visibility of property owners

· To act as a common voice for allied Lake Associations

· To monitor the development of waterfront properties

· To proactively address current and emerging issues

· To act as a forum for information and effective communications.

● North Frontenac continues to pursue broad band service for the total municipality. In addition to the OmniGlobe Network that was introduced last year for Ardock, Cloyne, Upper Mazinaw and Kashwakamak Lakes, (not apparently to Big Gull).  Sometime in 2011, Xplornet will be providing satellite broadband across the whole region at fixed wireless prices.  
 ● Update of the Finances for BGLEECA. The balances as of
 “Dec 31, 2010” are:
General Fund: 


 $3714
North Shore Road: 

 $3653
Spray Account: 

 $17,858
Calendar/Welfare Account:  
 $4991
Insurance Fund:  

 $2427
● Every year we have questions from new and current cottagers about the Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association and what it is does for them. 

Here are a few things that our Cottage Association does to maintain the health of the lake and keep our membership informed. We work closely with the Province, and Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVC) to monitor water quality and invasive species. Virginia Grant and Bev Williams take Secchi disc readings and water samples during the summer season. MVC monitors the spring run off and water levels on all lakes in the Mississippi River water shed. You can access this information on the MVC website. Past presidents worked to enhance our pickerel fishery through the introduction of rock rubble to improve spanning beds. With the co-operation and assistance of the Ministry of Natural Resources, large mouth bass were introduced into Mosquito Lake. Your current president worked with the Municipality to introduce septic re-inspection across all lakes in North Frontenac. A shoal light is installed annually by Jim Kuhr at Kimber’s shoal. Dave Cox and Ken Grant offer an aquatic weed cutting service for dock fronts and swimming areas. Our Association Directors and volunteers organize and run the children’s fish derby, the annual golf tournament, the sail boat races, the triathlon, and our annual AGM and picnic. Vice President, Nancy Kingston, helps you keep track of our Association events by producing a keepsake Annual Calendar. 
Our current membership of 140 cottage families is drawn from 175 Cottagers in the East End of Big Gull Lake. In addition, we have 11 Associate family members and 7 Honorary Members.  
● If you have not yet paid your 2011 dues, please do so as early as possible (see the Dues Sheet attachment). Our expenses are almost always incurred at the beginning of the cottage year and it is very useful to have the money on hand when we need it.
Environmental Report: 

State of the Lake Report:  
Big Gull Lake is located in the Townships of Central and North Frontenac. It is 253 metres above sea level, 88 kilometres in perimeter, and 26 metres at its maximum depth. Water data has been gathered from 1975 to the present and overall, the water quality in Big Gull is good. Indices to measure water quality include Clarity, Total Phosphorus, Chlorophyll and Dissolved Oxygen.  

Water Clarity is measured by the Secchi disk, a 20 cm black and white disk attached to a calibrated line which is lowered into the water until invisible. The amount of nutrients entering the lake will influence the amount of algal growth. Water clarity decreases with elevated densities of algae, resulting in lower Secchi disk readings. In 2009, the mean Secchi disc depth was 5.5 compared to a mean depth of 4.5 over the last 35 years. 

Total Phosphorus (TP) is directly related to water clarity and refers to the amount of nutrients, in particular phosphorus entering the lake. The sources of phosphorus are fertilizer runoff and septic bed leaching. The 2009 readings at the surface and 1 metre off bottom were 5.2 and 7.0 micrograms per litre respectively. This compares to 9.1 and 9.4 averages over a 35 year time span. Readings of 11 to 20 micrograms per litre are under the Provincial Standard of 20 micrograms per litre and can be interpreted as moderately enriched with some nutrients. 

Chlorophyll is an indicator of the amount of plant growth in the water. 2009 levels were 1.9 compared to a mean of 3.3 micrograms per litre. Less than 2 is considered a low algal density. 

Dissolved Oxygen (DO)  is used to determine the amount of oxygen throughout the water column which is available for plants and animals. Readings are taken at one meter intervals from the surface to the bottom. In addition, readings are taken 3 times: in June, July, and September. For the East Basin, Dissolved Oxygen levels ranged from 8.3 (milligrams per litre) at the surface to 8.3 at bottom in June and to 11 at the surface and 1.1 at the bottom in September. The critical decline in September means that fish cannot survive at the bottom in September. 

What does all this mean? Residents and users of Big Gull Lake should continue a stewardship approach to limit the amount of nutrients entering the lake. By using phosphate free, environmentally friendly products in your home/cottage and on your property, you are helping to limit the amount of weed growth in Big Gull.

Septic Re-Inspection: 
This work continues in 2011and will again include some properties on Big Gull. If you have any questions or concerns, or would like to know more about the septic re-inspection program, contact the Mississippi Rideau Septic Office, 613-259-2421 or by email: septic-inquires@rvca.ca .
Shoreline Work:  
Are you thinking of doing some work along your shoreline this summer? Remember to contact staff at Mississippi Valley Conservation (MVC) before doing work on and around the shoreline of your property this summer. Regulations apply to shorelines and permission is required from MVC prior to any work. MVC generally promotes natural shorelines as they provide opportunities for nutrient take up from residential properties, slow down the movement of storm water through the soil, provided soil retention, and provide habitat opportunities for aquatic species, wildlife and birds.
Invasive Species:
Big Gull Lake was tested for invasive species in 2009, in particular, for zebra mussels and spiny water flea, in partnership with the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters. Big Gull did not have spiny water flea present, however; zebra mussel veligers (larvae) were present in the samples collected. We can all do our part to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species. 

· Remove all plant material when removing a boat from the water.
· Drain water from motor, live well, bilge and transom wells immediately.
· Wash boat, tackle, trailer with hot water or high pressure spray, or let your boat dry out in the sun for 5 days.

· Never empty bait buckets into a lake other than where the water and bait was sourced

· Plant native species—not exotic

Blue Green Algae:  

There are more than 9,000 algae species so the task of identifying what algae is present is sometimes difficult. Rideau Valley Conservation Authority has been monitoring Green Slime in the Rideau system south of Smith Falls and identified BLUE GREEN ALGAE in the lower Cataraqui River. They plan to expand their sampling north of Smith Falls in 2011. 

The Province of Ontario has an excellent information pamphlet on the Blue-Green Algae and associated health effects. 
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hecs-sesc/water/factsheets/blue green algae.htm
Emerald Ash Borer:  
This recent invasive species is a highly destructive insect pest of ash trees. The borer attacks and kills all species of ash and as you probably know, we have numerous ash trees along the shoreline of Big Gull Lake.  If you see suspected signs of infestation on your ash trees or if you plan on moving firewood, contact the Canadian Food Inspection Agency for more information: 1-866-463-6017. The Ministry of Natural Resources recommends that you do not move wood. Cut, store, and burn locally. 
	2011 Directors

	Position
	Name
	Address
	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	Vice President
	Nancy Kingston
	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533

	Treasuer
	Larry Glass(Karen Saer*)
	1056B Glass Lane
	479-0384

	Secretary
	Donna Commerford
	1178B Helen Lane
	479-2901

	Environment
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	North Shore Rd
	David Cox
	1026A Oak Ridge Point
	479-9944

	Director at Large
	Nancy Gibson
	1198A Helen Lane
	479-2728


*Karen Saer will be taking on the Treasurer

 duties during the summer, 2011
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2011
Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing

May 14: Spring Director’s Meeting

June 04: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.

June 05: Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars

July 23: Family Triathlon

July 30/31: Sailboat Races

Aug 05: Golf Tournament

Aug 06: Fish Derby

Aug 13: Director’s Meeting

Aug 27: North Shore Road Meeting
Sept 03: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
Oct 01: Director’s Meeting
BIG GULL LAKE EAST END COTTAGE ASSOCIATION

Dues and  Fees for 2011
	1
	Full membership: Annual dues and Insurance: $30
	

	2
	North Shore Road Maintenance Fees: Areas 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 cottage families who use the North Shore Road: $175
	

	3
	Associate Membership
 (non-cottage owners) : $10
	

	
	Total $ (Canadian)
	


Please make cheque payable in Canadian funds no later than March 31, 2011 to: Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association and mail to : 

Larry Glass

12 Chestnut Cluster

Doylestown, PA, 

18901-2152 USA
Name(s): _________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________ Province/State:___________PC/ZIP:________

Home Phone: (      ) __________ Cottage Ph: (613) 479-______
Cottage #:____

Your blue civic number (911), and Road Name:________________________________________

If the above information has changed in 2010, please check here:_____

My/our email address: _______________________________________
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