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Newsletter

Volume 29, No2, May 31, 2011
Dear Association Members:

Are we ready for spring? Have you paid your property taxes? Have you paid your Cottage Association dues? 
●We hope that you can check off these items along with all of the other cottage related items on your to do list. You will find the water levels high and in some cases, nature has left a mark on your dock and or boat house. There was a serious wind storm in April and in addition to trees being uprooted, there have been some boat and boat related items found floating on the lake. One is an aluminum fishing boat with red side walls pulled up in the bay adjacent to Mosquito Lake, another is a canoe pulled up at the Nutikka”s dock, and a white fibre glass boat deck cover approximately 3’ by 5’  is on the Grant’s dock. Feel free to come by and claim your possessions. 
● Update of the Finances for BGLEECA. The balances as of
 “May 10, 2011” are:
General Fund: 


 $4434
North Shore Road: 

 $6864
Environmental Emergency 

Account: 


$17858
Calendar/Welfare Account:  
 $4991
Insurance Fund:  

 $3597
● Following the last newsletter, one reader asked for an update from last year’s  AGM and picnic. 
The 2010 AGM as  held on Sept 4. 2010 at Bill and Sandy Phyphers. Guest speakers from the Clarendon Miller Volunteer Fire Dept, Deputy Chief Randy Schonauer and Fire Prevention officer Eric Korhonen gave an informative talk on Fire Safety around the Cottage. Director’s gave their year end reports and Ken Grant was relected as Lake Steward, Nancy Gibson was relected as Director at large, and the incumbent Treasuer, Larry Glass was extended for one year with Karen Sauer being the Treasuer  elect. Two substantive items were raised at the meeting.

One was the proposal to change the name of the “Spray Account” to the “Environmental Emergency Fund” which would allow for more flexibility to access the existing funds to tackle more generic environmental issues.  An accompanying charter change amendment was distributed with this item and it was approved by the general membership. 
A second item was the competition run to rename “Garbage Island”. The competition was described, the name suggestions were presented, and the final step was to have the BGLEECA Executive choose the final name at the Fall 2010 Director’s Meeting. A decision has been taken to rename Garbage Island Bowman Island in memory of Stan and Betty Bowman long time contributors to the Cottage Association as well as the social life on Big Gull Lake. A submission has been made to the Geo Referencing Bureau of Ontario to effect this change. 
● If you have not yet paid your 2011 dues, please do so as early as possible (see the Dues Sheet attachment). Our expenses are almost always incurred at the beginning of the cottage year and it is very useful to have the money on hand when we need it.
● The North Frontenac Cottage Association Alliance and FOCA are sponsoring a Cottage  Succession workshop on June 25th from 10am to noon at the Barrie Hall in Cloyne. The workshop is free to all lake associations who are members of the Alliance (Big Gull is a member). Registration is required and please contact Ron Higgins at ron.higgins@xplornet.com  or 613-479-5509 to register. 

● It is with sadness that we announce the passing of June Finch, this spring. June was a long time cottager on the lake and the wife of our past president Russ Finch.  

Environmental Report: 

Spiny Water Flea: The spiny water flea is an invasive species that was first intrduced to Ontario’s Great Lakes from Europe in the 1980’s through ship’s ballast. It has since spread to at least 130 of Ontario’s inland lakes. The spiny water flea belongs to the Crustacea that includes lobstoers, crayfish and crabs. They are about 1 to 1.5 cm long and have a long tail spine with protruding barbs. They lay their eggs which settle on the bottom over winter and in the spring hatch into young, spiny water fleas that repopulate the lake. They feed extensively on other small aquatic animals called zooplankton and in some cases, most if not all zooplankton has disappeared from small infected lakes. These changes increase water clarity but the net result is a negative impact on the lake’s food web. The spiny water flea is unknowingly transported from one water body to another primarily by boats. To guard against the spread, inspect your boat, trailer, and boating equipment; drain water from the motor, live well, bilge and transom well while on land before leaving a water body.

Septic Reinspection:   This program continues in North Frontenac with the focus remaining on older systems. Last year 102 systems were inspected, 53 had no concerns, 31 required some remediation; and 6 required replacement. You should know that changes in the Ontario Building Code are directed at making the reinspection system mandatory instead of the current voluntary system. If you have any questions or concerns, or would like to know more about the septic re-inspection program, contact the Mississippi Rideau Septic Office, 613-259-2421 or by email: septic-inquires@rvca.ca .
On a septic system related matter, we have been asked to provide information regarding septic pumping. Septic pumping is part of keeping a septic system in good working condition. One company that has contacted us to enquire about marketing their name and service is Perth and District Septic Services. They can be reached at perthseptic@bellnet.ca 
Walleye Information:   
Duncan Hardie , President of the Big Gull West  End Cottage Association has contacted us regarding the MNR Fisheries Management Council. They are developing an overall management strategy for the Walleye fishery in Zone 18. An options paper has been developed and Duncan would appreciate reactions and input. If you are interested, feel free to get in touch with Duncan at dhardie@rogers.com or call 613 521-9410. 
Renewable Energy: 
With rising costs of fossil fuels and fears about climate change, many people say we need more electricity from renewable sources, using technologies such as solar and wind farms, small scale hydro, and unused forest material. Stewart Fast, a PhD student from the University of Ottawa is surveying seasonal residents on Big Gull Lake on existing and new technologies and your current experiences with using energy. This survey is being done on other lakes in North Frontenac and will be publically available and well as released to township councils. The Survey is done on-line and is voluntary and anonymous which means that all answers are private and unidentifiable. To complete the survey follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/AHandNFenergysurvey 

FOCA: 

The Federation of Ontario Cottage  Associations is the province-wide voice for Ontario cottagers and water  front property owners. Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association members are automatic members of FOCA and as such, can obtain a number of benefits. These include:

· Insurance discounts on cottage and boat insurance through Atrens-Counsel Insurance Brokers. 

· Cottage Life Magazine subscription discount

· Boats and Places Magazine: a 20% discount on subscriptions and boating DVDs

· Access to programs such as the Cottage Succession Seminar, Bear Wise and Firesmart information, Docktalk, etc..

· Education material on many topics such as blue-green algae, Septic systems, land use planning, etc..
· Advocacy representation on topics like the new mining act, fair property tax assessment, source water protection, etc.. 

You can access the above information and many other cottage related topics by visiting www.foca.on.ca . You can also subscribe to monthly ELERTS from FOCA to keep up-to-date on cottage related topics and developments across the Province of Ontario. 

Vice Presidents Report 
(by Nancy Kingston) : 

The BGLEECA calendar is given free to members, and to our advertisers. This year it spans 12 months, from May 2011 to April 2012. We hope you will enjoy the excellent photos of people and places on the lake, and use the calendar ads to support the more than 60 business which have advertised and supported us. 

North Shore Road Report

(by Dave Cox) :

Our first visit to the Lake and cottage was halted by too much snow on Mosquito Lake Parkway. #10 appeared to be in good travel condition. Some of our cottagers plough # 10 in the winter this makes the snow melt sooner. On April 16, I tried again to visit our cottage and found Mosquito Lake Parkway was washed out at the first twin culverts location. The beavers had plugged both culverts and with the spring run-off, the water rose over the road and washed it out.
 Water depth was 2 ½ ‘running over the road. Our plans for 2010 include work at this area and also on a culvert just north of the Belchan road intersection. New plastic culverts were installed on both Mosquito Lake Parkway and #10. Late last fall, white gravel was applied to Bell Road and some of Marshview Drive. Work will continue throughout the year on our complete road system to ensure we can drive to out cottages on well maintained roads. 

Upcoming Events: 

I encourage you to refer to the events listed below. Please note the attachments for both the “Annual Kids Fishing Derby” and the “Family Triathlon”. The Golf Tournament date has changed to Aug 03, 2011 and will be held at the Blue Heron Golf Course. If you need directions, talk to your nearest golfing neighbor or contact Jim Kuhr at 613 479 2440. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2011

Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing

May 14: Spring Director’s Meeting

June 04: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.

June 05: Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars

July 23: Family Triathlon

July 30/31: Sailboat Races

Aug 03: Golf Tournament

Aug 06: Fish Derby

Aug 13: Director’s Meeting

Aug 27: North Shore Road Meeting
Sept 03: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
Oct 01: Director’s Meeting

	2011 Directors

	Position
	Name
	Address
	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	Vice President
	Nancy Kingston
	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533

	Treasuer
	Larry Glass

Karen Saer*
	1056B Glass Lane

1051B Handbidge Lane
	479-0384

479-2565

	Secretary
	Donna Commerford
	1178B Helen Lane
	479-2901

	Environment
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	North Shore Rd
	David Cox
	1026A Oak Ridge Point
	479-9944

	Director at Large
	Nancy Gibson
	1198A Helen Lane
	479-2728


2011 AREA REPRESENTATIVES

	Area
	Representative
	Phone
	Alternate
	Phone

	1
	Eric Williams
	479-2376
	Carole Morin
	479-2497

	2
	Julie Carty
	479-2559
	Tom Symes
	470-0354

	3
	Virginia Grant
	479-0064
	Susan Kiss
	479-2210

	4
	Karen Saer
	479-2565
	Bryan Howe
	479-2833

	5
	Jim Kuhr
	479-2440
	Ted Economides
	479-2865

	6
	Pam Cox
	479-9944
	Carol Sargeant
	479-0362

	7
	Chuck Carolan
	479-2134
	Steve Palmer
	479-2784

	8
	Eric Korhonen
	479-2972
	
	

	9
	Jennifer Jarabek
	479-2459
	
	

	10
	John Commerford
	479-2847
	Jim Commerford
	479-2901

	11
	Gord Erikson
	479-0287
	
	

	12
	Debbi Burnie
	479-2853
	Bill Hindson
	479-2853

	13
	Jay La France
	479-2682
	
	


Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association
13th Annual Kids’ Fishing Derby

Date:
Saturday August 06
Place: 
Big Gull Lake, start at your own dock as early as desired

Finish: Phypers’ at 11:30am

Who:   Contestants age 4 through 17. Must be relatives or friends of cottage association members.
Cost:
Free – thanks to financial support from the Cottage Association and prize donations from our sponsors.
FISHING DERBY RULES
· No fishing license is required, but contestants must be accompanied by a licensed adult 18 years of age or over.
· Contestants must be registered by 6 pm on the Wednesday before the derby.
· All contestants are to bring their 4 largest pan fish (by weight) for weigh-in and cooking.  (For this derby pan fish are defined as rock bass, bluegill, and pumpkinseed.  No other species can be entered.)
· All contestants must be at Phypers by 11:30am to qualify for weigh-in.  Due to limited docking space please arrive in a small boat or by car.
· Prize awards for age groups are for FISH CAUGHT BY CONTESTANTS ONLY. Pooling fish among contestants is not allowed.
· Each contestant should have their own bucket to keep their 4 largest fish separate from the other contestants.
· Prize categories include weight of largest single fish and combined weight of up to 4 fish.  The largest single fish is the overall derby winner.

GENERAL INFORMATION
· A fish fry, hot dogs, drinks & possibly treats will be available to everyone after the weigh-in and prior to the awards ceremony. This is a great way to come out and meet your neighbors on the lake.
· Donations of Walleye or Bass will be gratefully accepted for fish fry.
· Fish fillet wizards should show up at the weigh-in with their own knife.
REGISTRATION

· Please provide contestant name, age on derby date, and the cottage that you will be staying at and the approximate number people who will be attending the fish fry.

· By email: gord.erickson@sympatico.ca
· By phone: Gord 613 479 0287 or Nancy 613 479 2728
Please remember to wear your life jacket and have all necessary legal safety equipment when in the boat fishing.  

GOOD LUCK!!!!!!!!

3rd Annual Family Triathlon

July 23rd
10:00 a.m.
This event is a family friendly, participatory triathlon.  You may enter as an individual (using a kayak) or as a team (using a canoe).  Teams may be comprised of any number of individuals,

and any member(s) can complete any part of the event.

Individuals and families of all ages are welcome, but we ask that parents accompany younger children.

Each team will predict how long it will take their entire team to complete the course.  The team closest to their predicted time wins.  It does not matter how slow or fast you complete the course, you just need to complete the race in your predicted time.  Of course, we ask that watches or timing devices will not be worn during the event.

 

Appropriate signage related to this event will be placed on BGLEECA bulletin boards.  Teams can register by email or by phone at 

· Nancy Gibson at nancyinsaudi@yahoo.com (613  479 - 2728 )

· Donna Commerford at donna.commerford@sympatico.ca (613 479-2901)

Please state the name of your team, including each participant and your estimated time of completion.

The triathlon will consists of 3 events: a swim, a run/walk and a canoe/kayak, paddleboat leg. (any type of floatation device is acceptable, as long as it is not wind powered or motorized).

Come and enjoy the fun.
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