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Newsletter

Volume 30, No 2, May 31, 2012
Dear Association Members:

President’s Message: Spring brings excitement and anticipation for the upcoming season. This year, we were given a taste of summer in late March when the temperature reached 24 degrees C. Like a number of people, I could not resist the temptation and installed water at the cottage—this should have been no problem given all that we read about Climate Change and increased temperatures. You can guess what happened. Since March, I have had at least 14 split copper pipes and have been on my back under the cottage for at least three days repairing/soldering/testing etc.. My conclusion, you cannot fight nature. 
Our Spring Newsletter is directed at highlighting the upcoming schedule of events – our sail boat races, our golf tournament, the family triathlon, the kid’s fish derby, through to our annual picnic and annual general meeting-we hope there is something of interest for you. 
We are currently working on a BGLEECA Website so that we can provide you with access to association information in a timely and inexpensive fashion—news, events, history, charter, maps, links to other websites, newsletters, etc.. 
Related to the topic of Website is the ongoing issue of internet access at the Cottage. In follow-up to previous information, the “Eastern Ontario Regional Network” has announced that broad band service will be provided to Big Gull Lake area early in 2013. Depending on your particular location, you will be able to pick up wireless service or a wired (DSL) solution. You can contact “Bell Alliant” for information on service packages that will be available. 
This is a reminder that BGLEECA offers the following services/products to members: 

· GYPSY MOTH KITS : $12 per kit
· AQUATIC WEED CUTTING: $25
· BGLEECA COOK BOOKS: $10
By the time you have read this newsletter, you will have been visited by your area representative who will have distributed the newsletter, an updated phone directory, the BGLEECA calendar for 2012, and announcements for the Family Triathlon, the Kid’s Fishing Derby, and the Golf Tournament. You may be asked to verify your email address so that we can effectively distribute information directly to you when necessary. 
Our January Newsletter was sent out as an email attachment to approximately 40% of our members at a significant savings in postage and printing costs. 

The Municipality of North Frontenac has asked that we remind all owners who depend on private access to their property of the importance of ensuring that the access can be used by emergency vehicles. The following are minimum standards for private lane/driveways: 
· The travel portion of the lane should be cleared to 20 feet. 

· The driveway shall be cleared to 12 feet.

· The ends of all lanes/rights of way should  terminate in a turnaround of a minimum of 65 feet  in diameter

· The surface of the lane/right of way/driveway should be compacted gravel

 For more information on this topic, access the Township of North Frontenac website at
www.northfrontenac.com

Financials are of course a continuing topic and the following represents our picture as of May 09, 2012:


General Fund


8,040.22


North Shore Rd Fund

10,709.41


Environmental Fund

17,858.19


Welfare Fund


2,137.27


Insurance Fund

1,775.87


Total Funds


40,520.96
If you have not yet paid your 2012 dues, please do so because as you know, the majority of our expenses occur at the beginning of the cottage season—not the end. 

I would like to share with you the sad news of the passing of “Captain Rowe”. One of his greatest pleasures was enjoying a late summer libation on the Commerford’s dock and watching one of our wonderful sunsets. 
DAVID COX’S NORTH SHORE ROAD UPDATE: Road inspection started in April this year.  Pot holes have been filled.  Over 100 tons of white gravel has been applied to all of #10.  There are still areas of Marshview Drive that have not received any application of white gravel.  Plans for the summer of 2012 include: widening of the road on Marshview Drive at the twin culverts that drain Mosquito Lake watershed into Big Gull;  application of white gravel on Marshview Drive; and grading & brushing of the entire road system.  Any questions or suggestions regarding our road system should be directed to the writer.

ATV Reminder:Know the bylaws that govern which roads you can ride on in your municipality.

Lights have to be on at all times when on the road.

If the speed limit is 60 km/h or less, the speed on an ATV should be 20 km/h.

If the speed limit is greater than 60 km/h, the maximum speed on an ATV is 50 km/h.

Operators must travel on the shoulder, as far to the right as possible, and never in the ditch.

You are only allowed one person on the ATV at all times while on the road, even if the machine is built for two people.

Have your ATV registered and insured and have the documents with you.

You need to have a class G2 licence or greater to operate an ATV on the roads.

The OPP also has zero tolerance for impaired driving and helmet violations. The penalty for riding an ATV while impaired is the same as for any motor vehicle.

For more information on trail rules and other topics, visit www.thetrail.ca.

GORD ERIKSON FISHING UPDATE: 

A review of the current seasons and limits for Zone 18 (which contains Big Gull Lake):
Walleye & Pike open May 12 and remain open until the end of the year.  Pike have no size limits and with a conservation (C) licence you can keep 2, and a sport (S) licence has a limit of 6.  Walleye are limited to 2 with a C licence and 4 with an S licence, both licences are only allowed to keep one fish greater than 18.1 inches in length.

Muskie open on June 2 and close on Dec 15, an S licence holder may keep one fish but it must be over 36 inches in length, a C licence angler must release all muskie caught.

Largemouth and smallmouth bass open on June 23 and close on Nov 30.  Both species have no size restrictions and the C licence limit is 2 fish and the S licence limit is 6.

Perch, crappie and sunfish are open all year with the following limits:

Perch C:25 S:50, crappie C:10 S:30, sunfish C:15 S:300 (only 30 greater than 7.1 inches).

For 2013, there are a few regulation changes being proposed for walleye and bass.  These have not been confirmed yet, but it is quite likely that there will be changes next year.  For walleye, the Ministry of Natural Resources has developed the following goal: “To increase walleye populations and improve future walleye angling and harvesting opportunities”.  There are two proposed slot regulations being considered: 14-18 inches and 16-20 inches.  The catch limits would remain as they are today.  The intent of this change is to protect larger female walleye who produce the most eggs and whose eggs have the highest survival rate.

The MNR goal for bass is: “To maintain the current high quality bass fishery supported by naturally reproducing populations”.  The proposal for bass is to move the season starting date one week earlier to the third Saturday in June and extend the closing date to Dec 15.  The first reason for this proposed change is that the lakes are warming earlier in the spring and the bass are spawning earlier.   The second reason is that the larger males spawn earlier, are the best nest guarders, and produce the most and largest offspring.  Any fish that would be disturbed by the earlier opening of the season would be late spawning bass that typically contribute fewer offspring to the population.

Last year I had the opportunity to attend a Fish 101 workshop put on by the Frontenac and Lanark County Stewardship Councils.  The workshop consisted of presentations on Fish Biology, Measuring the State of Fish, Fish Habitat Enhancement and two trap net survey demonstrations on Christie Lake.  I have printed and electronic copies of the presentations if anyone would like to read them.  I came away from the workshop with a greater understanding of the issues and conditions that affect fish population of our lakes and rivers and the distinct impression that we cannot rely on the various levels of government to manage and protect our fish and waters.

Here is a quick summary of some fish facts for our region of Ontario:

	Species
	Optimal water temp for growth
	Water temp for spawning
	Eggs guarded by adult
	Average size for females at age 5 years
	Average size for males at age 5 years

	Walleye
	64-72F
	44-48F
	No
	19 inches
	17 inches

	Largemouth Bass
	79-86
	61-65
	Yes
	12
	12

	Smallmouth Bass
	68-79
	61-65
	Yes
	11
	11

	Pike
	63-70
	40-52
	No
	23
	23
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FEDERATION OF ONTARIO COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATIONS: You can receive your latest updates on issues that matter to waterfront property owners. There is no need for you to join FOCA because you are already a member through our cottage association. To access monthly updates, go to the FOCA website www.foca.on.ca and type your email address into the box at the right that says “Receive FOCA Elerts”. Topics of interest include biodiversity, water quality, algae blooms, septic systems, lake planning, water and boat safety, invasive species, and many other topics. 

FOCA and the Province of Ontario have renewed their agreement to continue the Lake Partner Program. This program has been tracking water clarity and phosphorus levels in more than 1200 water body locations across Ontario since 1996.  

Environmental Report: 
●Black Rat Snake: This is a species of snake that is found in and around Frontenac County. A mature Black Rat Snake can reach a length of 1.85 metres. While they are the longest snake in Canada, they are harmless to humans and we can easily co-exist with them. However, there is a proposal to put this species under the Protected Species Act. This in turn would introduce the possibility of a buffer zone of 150 metres to protect egg laying sites and a further zone of 1000 metres could be designated for areas suitable for snake foraging, hibernation, reproduction, dispersal or migration. The concern is that a 1 km radius of any sighting of a rat snake would be designated as restricted—no building, clearing of brush or road constructions could take place. 
A motion has been submitted to the Province concerning the very real potential impact this snake protection could have on development, be it municipal, provincial, private, road clearing, etc.. The motion asks the Province to consider Stewardship and Education as an alternative to land restrictions. To date, MNR could not be reached for comment. 

● Aquatic Vegetation: Mike Yee from Rideau Valley Conservation Authority recently gave a talk on Macrophytes (Aquatic Vegetation) to Lake Stewards and Land Owners in the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority region. Most of the drivers of plant growth in our lakes are man-made: pollutants, effluents, run-off, failed septic systems; climate change; airborne dust and invasive species like the Zebra Mussel that clarifies the water.
Controlling macrophtes, according to Mike Yee is generally a battle – going against nature. While certain control methods are allowed (cutting, and approved herbicide), plants do become resistant. Other advertised methods of control are not allowed (mats, homemade dredges, and salt blocks). 

The message is that we need to go with nature/ not against it. Macrophytes provide habitat, enhance water quality, slow wave action against the shoreline, and act as a control on algae. Most importantly, if you live near a swamp or marsh, you can expect high levels of plant growth. 
OTHER: 

● Big Gull Lake Annual Sailboat Race: The annual sailboat race will be held this year on Sunday, August 6 (long weekend) at 2:00 pm, with the no-wind fall-back on Monday August 7. This race is for all classes of boat, all ages of sailors, and all levels of experience. A triangular course will be marked out by buoys on the waters between Big Green island and the Three Sisters islands, with a race of five legs, the first leg being into the wind. Jim Dickinson (613-479-2654), the winner of last year's race, will be organizing this year's race and the party which follows. All participants are welcome. Just show up, with at least two sailors in your boat, somewhat before the starting time, and join in the fun.

●4th Annual Family Triathlon July 28th, 10:00 am:This event is a family friendly, participatory triathlon.  You may enter as an individual (using a kayak) or as a team (using a canoe).  Teams may be comprised of any number of individuals,

and any member(s) can complete any part of the event.  

Individuals and families of all ages are welcome, but we ask that parents accompany younger children.
Each team will predict how long it will take their entire team to complete the course.  The team closest to their predicted time wins.  It does not matter how slow or fast you complete the course, you just need to complete the race in your predicted time.  Of course, we ask that watches or timing devices will not be worn during the event.

 

Appropriate signage related to this event will be placed on BGLEECA bulletin boards.  Teams can register by email or by phone at 

· Nancy Gibson at nancyinsaudi@yahoo.com (613  479 - 2728 )

· Donna Commerford at donna.commerford@sympatico.ca (613 479-2901)

Please state the name of your team, including each participant and your estimated time of completion.

The triathlon will consists of 3 events: a swim, a run/walk and a canoe/kayak, paddleboat leg. (any type of floatation device is acceptable, as long as it is not wind powered or motorized).

Come and enjoy the fun.
● Big Gull Lake East End Cottage Association 13th Annual Kids’ Fishing Derby: 
Date:
Saturday August 04 (Civic Holiday long weekend)

Place: 
Big Gull Lake, start at your own dock as early as desired

Finish: Phypers’ at 11:30am

Who:   Contestants age 4 through 17. Must be relatives or friends of cottage association members.

Cost:
Free – thanks to financial support from the Cottage Association and prize donations from our sponsors.
FISHING DERBY RULES
· No fishing license is required, but contestants must be accompanied by a licensed adult 18 years of age or over.
· Contestants must be registered by 6 pm on the Wednesday before the derby.
· All contestants are to bring their 4 largest pan fish (by weight) for weigh-in and cooking.  (For this derby pan fish are defined as rock bass, bluegill, and pumpkinseed.  No other species can be entered.)
· All contestants must be at Phypers by 11:30am to qualify for weigh-in.  Due to limited docking space please arrive in a small boat or by car.
· Prize awards for age groups are for FISH CAUGHT BY CONTESTANTS ONLY. Pooling fish among contestants is not allowed.
· Each contestant should have their own bucket to keep their 4 largest fish separate from the other contestants.
· Prize categories include weight of largest single fish and combined weight of up to 4 fish.  The largest single fish is the overall derby winner.

GENERAL INFORMATION

· A fish fry, hot dogs, drinks & possibly treats will be available to everyone after the weigh-in and prior to the awards ceremony. This is a great way to come out and meet your neighbors on the lake.
· Donations of Walleye or Bass will be gratefully accepted for fish fry.
· Fish fillet wizards should show up at the weigh-in with their own knife.
REGISTRATION

· Please provide contestant name, age on derby date, and the cottage that you will be staying at and the approximate number people who will be attending the fish fry.

· By email: gord.erickson@sympatico.ca
· By phone: Gord 613 479 0287 
Please remember to wear your life jacket and have all necessary legal safety equipment when in the boat fishing.  

GOOD LUCK!!!!!!!!

	2012 Directors

	Position
	Name
	Address
	Phone

	President
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	Vice President
	Nancy Kingston
	1278 Old Farm Lane
	479-2533

	Treasurer
	Debbie Bird
	1302 Marshview Dr
	479-8071

	Secretary
	Donna Commerford
	1178B Helen Lane
	479-2901

	Environment
	Ken Grant
	1054A East Belcham
	479-0064

	North Shore Rd
	David Cox
	1026A Oak Ridge Point
	479-9944

	Director at Large
	Janet Sidey
	1087 Jones Lane
	479-0287


UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2012
Jan 31: Newsletter and Dues Mailing

May 12: Spring Director’s Meeting

June 02: Area Reps Meeting at Ken Grant’s at 1000 hrs.

June 02: Distribution of Spring Newsletter and Calendars

July 28: Family Triathlon

Aug 04/05: Sailboat Races

Aug 04: Fish Derby

Aug 08: Golf Tournament

Aug 11: Director’s Meeting

Aug 25: North Shore Road Meeting
Sept 01: AGM and Picnic (1030 for meeting and 1200 for picnic)
Sept 29: Director’s Meeting
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